Cytologic features of low-grade cribriform cystadenocarcinoma of the submandibular gland: a case report.
Low-grade cribriform cystadenocarcinomas (LGCCC) are rare salivary gland tumors, classified into a variant of cystadenocarcinoma by the 2005 WHO classification. All previously reported cases arose from parotid glands, except for a case from a minor salivary gland. We report here for the first time a case of LGCCC arising from the submandibular gland. A 65-year-old man presented with a 4-cm multicystic mass in the left submandibular gland. Smears from fine-needle aspiration cytology showed tumor cells, appearing solitarily or partly in clusters, with thick cytoplasm and central nuclei. Some clustering tumor cells showed large cytoplasmic vacuoles and peripherally dislocated nuclei. Although these findings indicated a possible mucoepidermoid carcinoma in the submandibular gland, the final diagnosis of the resected specimen was LGCCC. LGCCC can arise not only from the parotid glands, but also in the submandibular glands. LGCCC is thought to be of low-grade malignancy; no reported cases have shown tumor metastasis and there are no patients who are known to have died of this disease. Thus, differential diagnosis of this tumor from other malignant salivary gland tumors is quite important; however, this might be difficult when based solely on cytological findings.